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It In A 1 'act . 
What is ? That we now have 
our printing offije equipped in 
good style and are ready to do 
printing in good earnest. 

On the first of April, we 
moved the office from the College 
Boardiiig'Hall, whieh was an in 
convenient place on account of 
being so far froni the post office, 
and to liie|businese section ot the 
town ; and since then we have 
put a large skylight in the. room 
occupied and now have an excel 
lent [dace. Recently, we pur- 
chased a new printing press and 
ii steam engine, and these were 
used in executing thin impres- 
sion of the Evanoklwt ; and 
now we feel, iu a manner, inde- 
pendent, so far as printing a 
paper, tracts, uud other matter 
are concerned. We have prayed, 
toiled, edited, planned, written, 
early and late during the last six 
months to prepare to do (he 
part butter which falls to us in 
the Good Work in which we 
are common laborers together. 

Thcee changes, moving?, diver- 
sions in being at ibis a little 
while and then at that a little 
while, have prevented us from 
serving some ot our patrons as 
we should have done ; but we 
feel, when the situation is known 
that charity will be extended, 
and the proper allowance made 
iu our behalf. We entered upon 
this work, actuated by a most 
worthy motive, and we assure 
you, brethren, that our aim is to 
do all we can to assist the noble 
Cause in which we are engaged. 
This number is the first one of 
the lust half of the volume. 
Many of the brethren have 
worked faithfully in giving us 
assistance, and for this, we are 
sincerely grateful ; bu( we wish 
to say that we are still depend- 
ent upon the labors of our breth- 
ren, friends, and well-wishers, 
and beg that they may be con- 
liuued. 

The changes, ihe new muehiu- 
ery purchased, and improve- 
nients made, have been attended 
with heavy expense ; and as our 
basinet* is not altogether self- 
sustaining at the present time, 
and we must purchase the mate- 
rial used in publishing the pa- 
[ie r from houees in large cities 
that expect cash for what thev 
sell, we find it difficult to meet 
our obligations promptly in 
these close times. Beside* this, 
our patrons can not alt find the 
ready money to pay iu advance 
for the paper, anil, consequently, 
aek tor time. 

We feel that the sympathies 
ot many of the brethren are 
enlisted iu the welfare of our 
publishing concern, and 
that they will be generoue 
to give us a little needed assist 


auce. There are many brethren 
who have five, ten, or twenty 
dollars which they could easily 
spare for six months, a year, or 
longer time; at a low rate of in- 
terest. Now brethren, will you 
do us the great kindness to help 
us in this way. Send us by 
Money Order,' Draft, or Regis- 
tered Letter.theamountyou wish 
to favor ue with, state the rate of 
interest you want, and the length 
of time to run, and we will Bend 
our note for the tame. 

Probably a few brethren 
might send us sums large enough 
to accrue interest during a year 
to the amount ot $1.50, and take 
the Ev.NOBLisi in payment. 

We hope thoeo owing us, will 
act promptly, and send us the 
money eoon. 

Again thanking our brethren 
for their needed assistance al- 
ready rendered, and thanking 
Cod lor His mercy aud favor, 
we implore Ilig blessing end 
grace for all, take up our pen 
anew and commence in earnest 
to do the work that the last six 
mouths of 1886 has in store for 
09, 

Pray that we be faithful and 
true to the Cause of Christ. 


Hold the Fort. 

This language is significant 
only as it applies to the fort 
when it is in danger. When the 
garrison is strong, aud the am- 
munitions and provisions plen- 
tiful, and no offensive demon- 
stration by the enemy, the fort 
is then easily held and a special 
injunction to hold the fort, is 
without significance. But when 
Ihe garrison is weak, the ra- 
tions aud ammunitions almost 
exhausted, and the euemy ap- 
proaching with great persistence, 
an exhortation to hold the tort, 
is fraught with meaning. It ap- 
peals to the courage, patriotism, 
power of endurance, and perse- 
verauce of the soldiers in charge 
of the fort, and it depends upon 
their best efforts, whether the 
fort will be held, or whether it 
will be given over to the enemy. 
The destinies of uatious, their 
life aud liberty, have oftentimes 
poised in the balance, and de- 
pended upon the ability of a 
fa ith (til garrison to hold the fort 
under the most trying circum- 
stances. 

The Word of inspiration does 
well (o compare the followers of 
[ Jesus to the soldiers in the carnal 
warfare, because there exists a 
very apt similitude between the 
two in various ways. 

The holding of the fort by a 
garrison, has an apt illustration' 
in tii.- maimer by which a faith, 
ful few sometimes adhere to 
their faith iu Christ, and main- 
tain their church organization 
under the most tlisco„raging cir- 
cumstances. 

It is easy for members iu rich 
aud populous congregations to 
maintain their integrity as Chris- 
tiaus wheu all is in a prosperous 
and happy condition. 

An exhortation to hold the 
fort would have as little signifi- 
cance to them as the same in- 
junction would have to a strong 
and well provided garrison in 
in time ol peace. 

It is when the congregation ie 
weak, the ministry not well sup- 
ported, aud the preaching irreg- 
ular, when the Sunday school 
consist* of only a tew scholars, 
and the prayer meeting only ot 
a very tew members ; when the 
weaker members begin to waver 
and say : "What is the use, we 


cannot maintain our organisa- 
tion, wfcen there is talk ofeome 
that they would sooner go to an 
other church where the preach- 
ing is better, the congregations 
larger, and the Sunday school 
more prosperous-." It ie at such 
a time that the words, hold the 
fort have a deep significance, for 
it takes hope, courage, love for 
the Cauae, and faith that endures 
to the epd to hold the fort un- 
der such circumstances. 

And very much depends upon 
the ability of the faithful few to 
hold the fort at such a time. 

The future of a large and 
prosperous congregation at that 
place may poise in the balance 
at such a time. There are nu 
merouu instances in the history 
of the church where such has 
been the case. Large congrega- 
tion now exist where once the 
fort was almost taken. Others 
mightexist if the garrison would 
have held out a little longer. 

Where would many of the 
congregations ot the Brethren 
church be to-day if it had not 
been for the pluck, the indomita- 
ble perseverance and heroic en- 
ergy of those who held the fort 
when it was in danger ot utter 
annihilation ? Where would the 
Brethren, church itself be to-day 
but for the faith and persever- 
ance of a very small band who 
held the fort, and fought for 
truth and principle at a time 
when reason and righteousness 
were dethroned and bigotry and 
prejudice had usurped the place 
of judgment. 

It is your duty to hold the 
fort under such circumstances. 
Christ, the ( great commander, 
if you are a soldier under him, 
has placed you there for that 
purpose. He endured for your 
salvation in the garden of Getb- 
semaue, and upon the cro*a of 
Calvary. If you are worthy of 
Him yau will endure hardships 
as a good soldier and exercise 
faith in Him who has promised 
to aid you with the needed rein- 
forcements when once you have 
proved yourself worthy. 

Hold the fort ! Christ is com- 
ing, aud you will conquer by and 
by. 


Teach the Children to (ike. 
Giving to help along any 
moral, religious, or benevolent 
work, is an act of the highest or- 
der, when it is done from a pure 
motive. Scripture teaches that 
it iamore blessed to give than 
to receive, aud from this state- 
ment we would draw the conclu- 
sion that regular and systematic' 
giving to support good work*, 
should be a feature of every per- 
son's education ; because our God 
is a God ot system and order, and 
all good life-works, as set forth iu 
the great Book, demands con- 
stancy in deed and aim. Spas- 
modic and irregular giving, 
while it may aid a Cause thai 
lacks assistance, yet it ie too nu 
reliable to base calculation up,m 
in planning a good work which 
will require time to accomplish. 
To a great and good work, 
money is required, as things are 
now constituted, as well as abil- 
ity aud good sense; and some 
person must supply it. Jfo man 
cau throw the whole strength of 
his being into a work of a moral 
or religious nature, without 
impairing his efficiency as a 
moneymaker, even though he 
may possess unusual ability in 
that sphere of Lite ; and the case 
demand* that aid should be ex- 
tended to him by those who 


possess and are not engaged iu a 
similar work, and feel no incli- 
nation to thus employ them- 
selves. 

Ae rood works require con- 
stant support to be efficiently- 
extended, constant giving should 
be a habit ot every person's lite. 
There is a natural tendency 
in every normal, mental organi- 
zation to give; and such a char- 
acter will give something and 
somewhere, either for a com- 
mendable purpose or an evil one. 
It is just as natural to give as to [ 
form attachment* of friendship i 
aud instead of endeavoring to 
Btarupoutof the human charac- 
ter this high and moral tendency, 
it should be trained -and directed 
into the proper path, that its ex- 
ercise may redound to the last 
jug glory and eternal benefit ot 
its possessor. 

To attain this desirable end, 
the child should be taught early 
in life the worthiness of giving 
to support good works, and it 
should be supplied with the 
nieaiiB, until it is old enough to 
labor, when it should receive h 
smalt consideration iu money, 
which can be devoted to that 
purpose. 

If every child in this country 
was habituated to give one cent 
a week to support religious 
works, an enormous sum would 
annually be gathered, and no 
one would feel lees happy ua a 
result of giving. 

A child thus brought up 
would contribute about ten dol- 
lars during the first twenty years 
of bis life; would feel an inter- 
est in religion, because its miud 
would be directed thereto by 
the little offering weekly ; "aud 
it would fuel that it enjoyed 
some lot and parcel in the work. 
It ie inhuman for a child or mau 
to have a living interest iu any- 
thing with which he has noth- 
ing to do, aud to which be is not 
expected to lend support. 

The power of such a habit 
trained into a youth, is beauti- 
fully illustrated in the experi 
eoce of a young man, of an 
easteru city, some years ago. 
He was brought up | a the cub- 
torn of always giving a cent or 
two every Lord's day. Cir'cum- 
stances separated his parents 
from him, and he was left with- 
out the rarentai influences un- 
der which he wae brought up. 

He acquired bad habits and a 
disposition to spend money 
reckleBsly. Like the prodigal's, 
his substance was finally reduced 
to a very small sum, and on one 
Saturdav, a contest took place 
within hie bosom, between the 
flesh and the spirit. He had ten 
cents in his pocket, and a temp- 
tation to buy to ^gratify a mor- 
bid taste, was thrown before him. 
The thought was impressed 
upon his mind, that if he epent 
that dime, he could throw noth- 
ing into the contribution box 
Ibe next day, as he was taught 
to do. He hesitated, but finally 
decided to keep the money aud 
give as be was accustomed. It 
was a victory for him. He re- 
traced his wrong steps, and from 
that time on, walked in the 
highw.a, of holiness, and became 
a devout and noble man. 

Teach the children to give : 
to lay by in store, when there is 
do going to church or Sabbath 
school where it can be done, on 
the first day of the week, a pen-* 
ny or two, for the aid of- the 
Gospel work. Let them form 
this habit, and when they be- 
come the actors in the field of [ 


stern and active life, there will 
not be such a drag in gathering 
what is necessary to keep good 
works alive. 


The Temperance Movement. 

The temperance movement 
goes on throughout the land, 
and each day brings recruits to 
the army that is now waging 
war against ihe saloon, under 
the banner of Prohibition. The 
sentiment that will j time v ] mB 
prohibitory laws upon the etat- 
ute books of our State and Na- 
tional Government ie a leaven 
that is disseminating itself every- 
where at a wouderful rate, and 
the wave that will sweep the sa- 
loons from the laud as a legiti- 
mate business enterprise, ie 
gathering and has already as- 
sumed formidable proportions, 
and its onward movement will 
soon commence. The temper- 
ance agitation hae become so 
general throughout the United 
States, that there is no longer 
room to talk about it amounting 
to nothing^, has been repeatedly 
indulged iu during the last year*, 
of the movement. It has grown 
steadily from the very beginning 
aud it "will not down." 

H is a comfort to know that 
the thousands who are under tne 
terrible thralldom of iutoxicat- 
iug drinks, will be speedily 
emancipated *nd restored to the 
standing of free men. Every 
Christian ought to work and 
pray for this desirable end. 


"This is hard treatment for a 
white man," remarked the man 
Pyers after the flogging he re- 
ceived in Baltimore the other 
day for the offense of beating 
bis wife. Perhaps the wife 
also thought that it wae bard 
treatment for a white woman 
when Bbe was whipped. It is 
sometimes good to give a mau 
a dose of his own medicine. 


The new- postal law went into 
effect last week, and uow letters 
that weigh an ouuee can be sent 
for two cents. This wilt be ap- 
preciated by those who write 
for the press. The cost of trans- 
mitting second class matter has 
been ted uced oue half; we ap- 
preciate that, as it makes a sav- 
ing of considerable expense to 
us. 


Keceutly astormblowed every 
building down, except oue, in 
Sherbrook Dak., and it was held 
dowu by a safe. Christ is not a 
heavy weight, hut he is a safe to 
the heart and keeps it down 
through many tornadoes and 
conflicts of the sentiments and 
passions of the miud. 

Gladstone, the late Premier 
of England, has promised not to 
harass the new ministry that 
has been formed. In this act of 
his is a lesson which some pro- 
fessing Christians could learn 
and obey with profit. The com- 
plications which lately arose 
were beyond his capacity to con- 
trol and hold the reina of gov- 
ernment, and he waa forced to 
resigu hie office; and now, in- 
stead of being jealous and trying 
to injure his successors, he pro- 
poses to do nothing that will 
binder the new ministry to at- 
tain success. If a Christian 
cannot work with bis brother to 
attain an end or complete a pur- 
pose, he does well to place no 
impediment in his onward 
course. 


(« 


Alt is not lost when anything 
goes contrary to you. 


